[Renal insufficiency due to light chain multiple myeloma].
In 3 female patients, aged 65, 83 and 76 years, with severe renal failure, light chain multiple myeloma was diagnosed, following a substantial delay on the part of the doctors concerned. Either the diagnosis had not suspected or the serum proteins had been misinterpreted. After a while, the first two patients declined further treatment with chemotherapy and haemodialysis, and subsequently died. The third patient attained a creatinine clearance of 20 ml/min and was subsequently treated for the multiple myeloma in the outpatients department. The absence of a paraprotein peak in the serum does not exclude the possibility of a multiple myeloma. In the case of light chain disease, the gammaglobulin region is, in fact, often empty. Treatment of multiple myeloma consists of a rapid rehydration and forced diuresis; the usefulness of plasmapheresis has not been demonstrated.